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CORRECTEDCOPY FOR PARA ONE 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ENRG, EFIN, SY 

SUB J : INQUIRY TO INR; PRICING OF SYRIAN HEAVY CRUDE 

1 . DOES INR OR OTHER BUREAU HAVE INFORMATION ON PRICES 
RECEIVED FOR SYRIAN PETROLEUM EXPORTS? IN OUR EFFORTS 
DEVISE (OR INVENT) SYRIAN BOP FIGURES, PETROLEUM EXPORT 
RECEIPTS ARE SIGNIFICANT BUT MOST INFORMATION CLOSELY 
HELD. 

2. UNDERSTAND FROM ECONOMIC IOURNALS THAT HEAVY, HIGH 
SULFUR CRUDE IS IN LARGE SURPLUS ON WORLD MARKETS: 
SYRIAN PRODUCTION IS ALMOST EXCLUSIVE HEAVY AND HIGH 
SULFUR. WE KNOW 1977 CRUDE PRODUCTION DOWN ABOUT 7-8 
PERCENT FROM 1976 MAXIMUM 10.5 MILLION TONS. WE ALSO 
REASONABLY COURTAIN SYRIA EXPORTED NO LESS THAN 85 
PERCENT HER 1977 PRODUCTION. UNFORTUNATELY SYRIA 
SELLS ALL HER PETROLEUM ON SPOT MARKET AND PROCES ARE 
CLOSELY HELD FOR COMPETITIVE AS WELL AS POLITICAL 
REASONS. WE HAVE HEARD TALES OF PRICE SPREAD FROM 
DOLLARS 13 TO DOLLARS 10 PER BARREL. ANY INFO ON 

E. MEDITERRANEAN PRICES FOR HEAVY CRUDE IN GENERAL AND 
SYRIAN CRUDE IN PARTICULAR WOULD BE DEEPLY APPRECIATED. 
MURPHY 
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